Michael (with Charlie the tree) and Daphne enter, making
their way past the Wishes Tree, and take their places in
their usual booth. Joy spots them and gives a warm nod of
recognition that she will be right with them. Michael
carefully props their rescued Charlie Brown tree against the
booth window.

MICHAEL
Busy in here today, huh?

Joy’'s coffee pot begins to pour and she jumps right into the
conversation.

JOY

Christmas shoppers and Christmas
avoiders--they all need feeding.
Been on my feet since five and
already filled this pot eight
times.

(eyeing the scraggly tree)
What’d you do, rescue that poor
thing from a wood chipper?

DAPHNE
Exactly!

MICHAEL
You guys don’t recognize a good
tree when you see it.

JOY
Uh-huh. Maybe I’1ll bring an extra
mug--that tree looks like he could
use a little pick me up.
(to Daphne)
What’ll ya have, honey?

DAPHNE
The gingerbread pancakes, please.
Extra whipped cream.

JOY
Smart girl. Olga’s been
experimenting with extra molasses
this year--practically therapeutic.
(to Michael)
And you? The usual?




MICHAEL
(eyes darting over the
menu)
Do I want to try the cinnamon
swirl, or do I want to stick with
my go-to, blueberry? It’'s a harder
decision than you think.

JOY
(no time for this)
I'l]l bring you one of each.

A nod from Michael. And Joy is off.




